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ill December 1953 



MEMORANDUM FOR: SP./CSS' 

SUBJECT : Training Program SAOP 









s memo on this subject indicates that a very 



Howeve r ^ it 



effective course oFTEn struct! on has been worked out. 

i s felt th at a course of more than It months 1 duration is 

matter too long a period for any sizeable number of ( p on -language? ) x 
students from the Division. Without criticizing the proposed 
curriculum ("which is excellent), I would suggest certain changes* 
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2. All the subjects under Categories III, IX and X could be 
deleted from the SAOP as subjects for classroom study. These are 
subjects in which the substantive information which the student 
should acquire can most rapidly be absorbed by individual study 
and reading in English language sources. As a matter of fact, 
these three categories are covered more effectively in easily 
available English sources than they are in Russian language sources, 

. unless the student has access to the stacks at such libraries as 
Columbia or Harvard (which our students will not have). C i.m n ifnuiLljj'j 
The Russian language terminology and jargon peculiar to an understanding 
of the se three categories is usually contained in any detailed pre- 
sentation of the other categories contained in the memorandum. 

3* By removing these categories entirely from the. course of class- 
room instruction, the duration of the SAOP can be shortened considerably 
_ J . wei 1 -thought -out list of texts for home reading and study C ( 

_ "jnd others are well equipped to prepare such a list jcould be ^ 
made a j5art of the required homework of each student; suitable short 
tests could be devised to measure a student’s absorption of the content. 

b* Unless there are strong reasons to the contrary, could you 
please make such adjustments as might be suggested above to bring the 
course down to a maximum of three months? 



L 
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3 December 1953 



MEMORANDUM FOR: SR/EX 

SUBJECT: Training Program - SAOP 



1. The following is a revised training schedule for the SAO Program. 
It is based on the assumption that there will be: 

a. four (1 hr.) lecture periods per day on the subject matter 
outlined in program below. 

b. one (1 hr.) discussion period (seminar) per day - a review 

c. one (lj hrs.) study period per day 

d. one (l hr. ) language study period per dav 

e. 2 hr. for lunch (to precede study periocy. 

2. The course will be of V t months duration. 



Subject Time - Hrs . Instructor 

I Introduction - Organization of Classes - 1 - 

« 

II Russian Emigre Groups Abroad - 9 - 



III Geography and Economics -50- 

a. Physical Geography (20) 

b. Administrative Subdivisions & 

Ethnic Group* ( 5 ) 

c. Economic Geography (20) 

d. Sections annexed after World War II ( 5 ) 



IV Structure of the Soviet State -32- 

a. General Survey ( 6) 

b. Communist Party (10) 

c. KOMSOMOL ( 6) 

d. Pioneers & Octobrists ( U) 

e. Labor Unions (3) 

f. Judicial System (3) 

V Structure and Operations of MVD -UO- 

a. Structure & Basic Functions of 

Central Organs ( U) 

b. Structure & Basic Functions of 

Territorial Organs ( U) 




SECURITY 



IN FOR 



M ATI ON 



Subject Time - Hrs. 



V Structure and Operations of MVD (contd) 

c. Methods of Operation - General (8) 

d. Special Features in Methods of 

Operation of the rayon MVD (10 

e. Weaknesses of Investigators and 

Counter Measures (8) 

f. How to avoid arrest (lj.) 

g. Conduct while in arrest & under 

interrogation (6) 

h. Technique of Interrogation (skit) (2) 

t, . ^ ^ Ct 9 It C » » ** *«*-.*•' 

VI Soviet Reality - 82 - 

a. General 

1. Housing (6) 

2. Food, Clothing, Services & 

Supplies (6) 

3. Employment (6) 

1*. Finances and Taxes (10 

5. Health (h) 

6. Travel (10) 

7. Education (6) 

8. Newspapers (10) 

9. Religion in USSR (1) 

10. The Russian Orthodox Church Abroad (2) 

11. Recreation (3) 

b. Life in the Country ■*- 10 - 

1. Work on the farm 

2. Typical day 

c. Life in the City •$*•_ io - 

1. General Picture 

2. Typical Day 

d. Life and Morals of the Youth *- 2 - 

e. The Family and Standards of Morals 2 - 



VII Soviet Controls _ _ 



a. Security Consciousness of the 




Soviet People 


(2) 


b. Basic Documents 


(5) 


c. Control: 




1. Housing 


(10) 


2. Work 


(5). 


3. Travel 


(15) 


lu Border Zones & Forbidden Zones 


(6) 


5- Procedure of Document Examination 


(2) 
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Subject 


Time - Hrs. Instructor 


VIII 


Soviet Society 


* - 10 - 




a. Social Classes 


(2) 




b. National & Ethnic Groups 


00 




c. Analyses of the Soviet character 

d. . How "To Win Friends & Influence 


(2) 




Soviet People" 


(2) 


IX 


Communist Doctrine 


- 26 - 




a. Marxism 

b. Leninism 

c. Stalinism 

d. Dialectics against Communism 




X 


The Soviet Army 


*- 20 - I 

±- 

r 


XI 


Practical Work: 


-X- 20 - 




a. Legends: 






1. Status and Action - civilian 


(10) 




2. Status and Action military 


(10) 



The aljove subjects will be supplemented by - 30 - 
showing of Soviet films, newsreels and travelogues 
* Notes Time arbitrarily allotted 



SUMMARY : 



I 


Introduction 


1 


II 


Russian Emigre Groups Abroad 


9 


III 


Geography & Economics 


50 


IV 


Structure of the Soviet 






State 


32 


V 


Structure & Operations MVD 


ko 


VI 


Soviet Reality 


82 


VII 


Soviet Controls 


U5 


VIII 


Soviet Society 


10 


IX 


Communist Doctrine 


26 


X 


The Soviet Army 


20 


XI 


Practical Work 


20 


XII 


Movies 


30 



Total 365 hours 



WEEKLY SUMMARY: 



365 hrs , 

20 hrs per week - 18 / wks 
Cushion of / wk 



Total 19 weeks 

or 

U / months 
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